
Students who analyse theories, models, ideas and practices
(TMIP) in an intelligent and objective way can gain good
marks in assignments, compared to students who present
accurate but just descriptive summaries of them.

Critical thinking is about evaluating the reliability and
validity of any theory, model, idea or practice in the
context in which it is applied, or to be applied. It is

about making connections, synthesizing and weighing-
up ideas.

At the heart of critical thinking is a process of enquiry,
driven by a set of questions.

The questions you ask to test the validity and
applicability of TMIPs include:
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