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ELEMENTS FOR STRUCTURED DI SCUSSI ONS ON ARTICLE X ON THE
BTWC

In order to facilitate a structured di scussion on
Article X of the Biological Wapons Convention regardi ng
peaceful uses in the field of bacteriol ogical (biological)
activities, the followi ng are sone possible el enents for
consi derati on:

SCOPE AND CONTENT OF PGOSSI BLE SCI ENTI FI C AND TECHNI CAL
EXCHANGES I N FI ELDS DI RECTLY RELATED TO PEACEFUL PURPOSES
I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF THE CONVENTI ON

1. Transfer and exchange of infornation concerning
research programres i n bi osciences.

a) Exchange of data, including nane, |ocation,
scope and general description of activities on
research centres and | aboratories.

b) W der transfer and exchange of information,
mat eri al s and equi pnment anong States on a systematic
and | ong-term basi s.

c) Coordi nati on of national and regional
programes and working out in an appropriate nanner
the ways and neans of cooperation in this field.

d) Coordi nation in providing information on
nat i onal epi dem ol ogi cal surveillance and data
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reporting systens.

2. Active pronotion of professional contacts
bet ween scientists and technical personnel, on a
reci procal basis, through the foll ow ng:

a) Pl anned i nternational conferences, sem nars,
synposia and simlar events dealing wth biol ogical
resear ch.

b) Lectures on scientific and technical questions
of interest by qualified experts fromthe public and
private sector of participating States Parties.

c) Visiting internships in relevant fields of
bi ol ogi cal research

d) O her opportunities for exchange of scientists,
joint research projects or other neasures to pronote
contacts between scientists and technical personnel.

Encour agenent of publication of results of

bi ol ogi cal research directly related to the
Convention, in scientific journals generally

avai lable to States Parties, as well as pronotion of
use for permtted purposes of know edge gained in
this research

a) Basi ¢ and applied research in biosciences, and
particularly that directly related to the
Convention, should be unclassified, as a general

rul e.

b) States Parties are encouraged to provide
information on their policy as regards publication
of results of biological research

c) States Parties should provide information on
rel evant scientific journals and other rel evant
scientific publications generally available to
States Parties.

d) A BTWC Organi zation is to collect and survey
information continuously and make it accessible to
States Parti es.

| ncreased | evel of technical cooperation and




assi st ance

a) Trai ni ng programres to devel oping countries in
t he use of biosciences and genetic engi neering.

b) Support for the establishnent, operation and
updati ng of bi ol ogi cal databases.

c) Assi stance to States Parties in the preparation
of declarations and reports required or relevant to
t he Conventi on.

d) Assi stance to States Parties in drawi ng up
internal |egislation which would be required as part
of an enhanced conpli ance regi ne.

e) Trai ning of national authorities in areas such
as biosafety, diagnosis, identification of agents,
devel opnment and production of vaccines.

f) Techni cal assistance for the gradual upgrading
of national biological safety practices to reach
multilaterally agreed standards.

GREATER MULTI LATERAL COOPERATI ON | N | NTERNATI ONAL PUBLI C
HEALTH AND DI SEASE CONTROL.

1) Cooperation on a bilateral |evel and/or in
conjunction with the Wrld Health O gani zati on (WHO), the
International Ofice of Epizootics (10OE) and the Food and
Agricultural Organi zation (FAO regardi ng epi dem ol ogi cal
surveillance, with a viewto inprove the identification
and tinely reporting of significant outbreaks of human
and ani mal di seases.

2) Identification of further needs in the field of
public health and devel opnent of epidem ol ogi cal net hods
and procedures which may be applied in individual
countries in order to neet those needs.

3) Exam nation of the need for the el aboration of an
international programe of vaccine devel opnent for the
prevention of diseases involving scientific and technical
per sonnel from devel opi ng countries which are Parties to
t he Conventi on.
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4) Wrld Data Bank, entrusted with facilitating the
flow of information in the fields of genetic engineering,
bi ot echnol ogy and other scientific devel opnents. The WDB
woul d solicit, collect and nmake avail abl e, data
appropriate for various technol ogical |evels on Good
Manuf acturing Practices (GW), safe | aboratory
procedures, biological containment, product standards,
quality control, new or devel opi ng bi ot echnol ogy net hods
and products and their potential applications in order to
suppl enent exi sting Data banks and further dissem nate
know edge.

5) Net wor k for Exchange of Epi dem ol ogic Data (NEED):

El ectronic network for rapid reporting of disease

out breaks, including human, animal and plant di seases,

wi th review by experts providing anal ysis and assi stance,
may be directly applicable to nmeasures which wl|
strengthen the BTWC. This network could be part of the
exi sting PROVED system

SCI ENTI FI C AREAS VHI CH COULD BE PROM SI NG FOR COOPERATI ON
UNDER ARTICLE X I N FI ELDS DI RECTLY RELATED TO PEACEFUL
PURPOSES | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF THE
CONVENTI ON

1) I nternational cooperation in such areas as nedi ci ne
public health and agriculture.

2) Devel opment of techniques for identification of
agents and di agnostics.

3) Cooperative efforts in agricultural biotechnol ogy,
f ood producti on and enhancement and i nprovenment in
nutritional values due to genetic devel opnent.

4) Requl atory requirenments and use of genetically
nodi fied organi sns.

5) Study of the influence of enhanced radioactivity on
m croorgani sns ainmed at reducing its potentially harnfu
effects on humans, plants and ani mal s.




ADDI TI ONAL WAYS AND MEANS TO ENHANCE | NTERNATI ONAL
COOPERATI ON

1) Facilitating the conclusion of bilateral, regional
and nultireqgional agreenents providing, on a nutually
advant ageous, equal and non-discrimnatory basis, for
their participation in the devel opnent and application of
bi ot echnol ogy.

2) Use of existing institutional means within the
United Nations systemand the full utilization of the
possibilities provided by the specialized agencies and
ot her international organizations.

3) Providing infornmation on existing intergovernnental
agreenents that are relevant to the comm tnments nade by
States Parties to the Convention regarding or relevant to
Article X

4) Acknow edgi ng activities that provide preferential
or exclusive benefits to States Parties in good standing
under the BTWC

5) Reqgi steri ng and supporting appropriate external
i nternational progranmnes.

I NSTI TUTI ONAL, LEGAL AND FI NANCI AL ARRANGEMENTS

Fundanment al questions concerning the type of
organi zati onal arrangenent, the |legal framework and the
financi al assi stance envisaged to establish appropriate
machi nery supportive of Article X should be taken into
consi deration and deci ded by the Ad Hoc Group as a whol e.

| NSTI TUTI ONAL

1) A small, cost effective BTWC Organi zati on.

2) An organi zation associated to the Organi zation for
the Prohibition of Chem cal Wapons (OPWO).

3) Inclusion in the agenda of a relevant United Nations
body of the ways and neans to inprove existing
institutional nechanisns in order to facilitate the

full est possi bl e exchange of equi pnent, materials and
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scientific and technol ogical information regarding the
peaceful use of biological agents and toxins.
Coordination to that end with United Nations specialized
agenci es and ot her international organizations, including
FAO WHO, UNESCO UNI DO UNEP, etc. (a tentative
suggestion would be to allocate the leading role to the
Comm ssi on for Sustainabl e Devel opnent).

4) Active association with the International Centre for
Cenetic Engineering and Bi ot echnol ogy (1 CGEB) which coul d
carry on training programes, exchanges and information
activities, with the provision that the benefits woul d be
limted to States Parties of the Conventi on.

LEGAL

1) Specific neasures that nerit further consideration
in alegally binding regine to strengthen the BTWC shoul d
be listed in a protocol or other |egally binding

i nstrunment designed to that effect.

2) Such specific nmeasures should not affect the
vol untary nature of cooperation provided on a bil ateral
or multilateral basis.

3) O her nmeasures could be incorporated in a separate
or associate instrunent, or find their place in
preanbul ar paragraphs of the protocol or other legally
bi ndi ng i nstrunent.

Fl1 NANCI AL

1) Ful | exploration of existing nultilateral resources
(through the establishment of working relationships with
mul til ateral organi zations such as WHO, O E, FAO and
regi onal bodi es which already possess consi derabl e
expertise in the surveillance, prevention and control of
i nfectious di seases).

2) Further consideration of the financial inplications
of the possible establishnent of an i ndependent
organi zati on or an organi zati on associated to the CACO

whi ch could be entrusted inter alia with Article X
functi ons.

3) The provision of a franmework through which donor
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countries could provide voluntary contri butions and
assi st ance.

4) A Special Fund could be established for
contributions intended to inplement data collection,
exchanges, and for the upgradi ng of biosafety practices.

5) Bilateral or nultilateral arrangenents devel oped
bet ween donor and recipient countries in order to neet
the cost of exchanges.

V.  MODALITIES, SAFEGUARDS AND LI M TATI ONS

The paragraphs bel ow under MODALI TI ES, SAFEGUARDS AND
LI M TATI ONS represent the range of views held by del egati ons.
The included | anguage attenpts to reflect the range of views
presented. It in no way represents agreenent anong any group
of del egations, nor does it reflect any necessary breadth of
conviction by nunbers of del egati on.

1) States Parties should be encouraged to take the
necessary neasures to pronote transparency and openness
in all research which may have dual use.

2) States Parties should inplenent national neasures
and/or legislation, conpatible with the provisions of the
Convention, to reqgulate the transfer of dual-use

technol ogy of interest to the BTWC, in order to ensure

that such transfers are conpatible with Article Il of
t he Convention and do not endanger international
security.

3) States Parties shoul d adopt specific neasures to
ensure full and effective inplenmentation of provisions of
t he Convention on the peaceful use and the renoval of al
restrictions on transfer of material, equi pnent and

t echnol ogy for peaceful purposes to all States Parties

Wi t hout exception.

4) Not hing in this convention shall be interpreted in a
manner that woul d be used to inpose any restrictions on
t he peaceful uses of biotechnol ogy.

5) The vi ew was expressed that while peaceful uses of
bi ot echnol ogy, bioscience, and applied research are very
inmportant, it is absolutely essential that transfer of



- 8 -

dual - capabl e technol ogy should be stringently reviewed to
ensure, to the highest degree possible, its eventual use
is in accordance with the basic object and purpose of the
Convention. Such precautions may, in specific cases,
necessitate non-transfer.

6) States Parties should endeavour to prevent that the
application of scientific and technol ogical research in
areas associated with the BTWC may benefit or induce any
kind of qualitative inprovenent in the field of

bi ol ogi cal weapons.

7) In order to efficiently address proliferation
concerns, export control regines need to be transparent,
able to appropriately distinguish between civilian and
non-civilian application of technol ogi es and responsive
to the legitimte aspirations of States Parties to
pronote their econom c and soci al devel opnent.

8) The vi ew was expressed that the objective of export
control regines should be transparent, and that export
control regines should be able to performtheir
responsibilities wthout interference with legitimte
aspirations of States Parties. The nmechani sm of
operation in detail of such regines is a matter of

nati onal practice.

9) The econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent of all States
Parties include the requirenent for nulti-laterally
negoti at ed, universal, conprehensive and non-
discrimnatory sensitive technol ogy transfer agreenents.

10) The view was expressed that technol ogy transfer is,
in the final analysis, a matter of national, sovereign
policy. Export controls do not conpromse the ability to
establish nulti-lateral technology transfer agreenents
with nations that share the goal of preventing the spread
of bi ol ogi cal weapons.

11) The detailed inpact of dual-use export controls on
the social and econom c devel opnent of States
Parties should be further assessed within the context of

t he BTWC.

12) States Parties should ensure that a review of
facilities intended to be used for scientific and

techni cal exchanges be nmade before the initiation of an

exchange to verify that all safety and inmuni zation
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measures can be inplenmented to protect the personnel and
t he environnent.

13) States Parties should conply with | egislation and

adm ni strative nmeasures designed for the security
and physical protection of research centres, |aboratories
and facilities intended to be used for scientific and
techni cal exchanges, and to prevent unauthorized access
to and renoval of pathogenic or toxic material.

14) I n adopting cooperative neasures within the context
of Article X, States Parties should duly account for

national security concerns and the interests of

proprietary infornmation

REPORTI NG, ADM NI STRATI VE AND REVI EW PROCEDURES

1) Annual Report by the Secretary-CGeneral of the United
Nations, on the inplenentation of Article X, collated
fromthe national reports submtted to the United Nations
Centre for D sarmanent Affairs.

2) Anal ysis of the Secretary-CGeneral's report by the
BTWC Revi ew Conf er ences.

3) Al ternative nmechanism a treaty Organization woul d
solicit, collect and nake avail able to BTWC States
Parties information on the inplenentation of Article X

4) Consi deration of an intersessional nechanism of the
States Parties entrusted with the exam nation of reports
and the nonitoring of reporting procedures.

ROLE OF ARTICLE X WTH N A COVPLI ANCE ASSURANCE REG ME

1) The aimof an effective conpliance assurance regine
for the BTWC should be to sinultaneously strengthen the
di sarmanent and deterrence el enents of the Convention and
to provide explicit incentives for the peaceful use and
international cooperation in the biosciences.

2) Particul ar attention should be devoted to that end
to technol ogi es benefitting States Parties in Article X
areas and supporting BTWC conpliance (i.e. vaccine for
peace international programes).

3) Enphasis on the study of infectious diseases and
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simlar occurrences caused by toxins that seemto deviate
fromthe normal pattern as regards type, devel opnent,
pl ace or time of occurrence.

4) Formats and nodalities of the exchange of

i nformati on shoul d enhance those el enents which
contribute to conpliance with the BTWC purposes and
obj ecti ves.

5) Cooperative neasures, (which are not already
politically binding CBMs) undertaken by the BTWC

Organi zation to strengthen the conpliance assurance
regine, avoiding duplication with existing bilateral and
mul til ateral programmes and endeavouring to rationalize
the overall use of resources, which could include:

a) Cooperative nmeasures inplenmented in connection with
validation or information visits, during which
i nformati on may be gat hered on bi ot echnol ogi cal
activities at one or several close facilities.

b) Regi onal or national sem nars on inplenentation of
t he BTWC, conduct of inspections, biosafety,
identification of agents, diagnostics, vaccine
production, etc. organized as appropriate in
conjunction with other international organizations.

c) O her measures and cooperative activities intended
to involve universities, research and production
institutions, and private enterprises in areas
benefitting both Article X and conpli ance
requi renents.

d) Training of the personnel of the future BTWC
Organi zati on.

e) Pronotion of institutional and technical cooperation
anong the institutions concerned with the BTWC
conpl i ance assurance regine.



