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Wor ki ng paper subnmitted by France

| nternati onal epidem ol ogi cal nonitoring network

The purpose of this docunent is to explain the working paper subnitted
by France (BWZ AD HOC GROUP/ WP. 134) dated 10 March 1997 on the establishnent
of an international epidemn ol ogical nonitoring network. The term “network”
may have caused confusion and given the inpression that substantial machinery
woul d be needed. In order to make it clear what is being proposed, we shal
use in this docunent the concept of a “database” or “virtual network”.

1. Objectives of the international epideni ol ogical database

What this involves, for the Technical Secretariat, is the establishnent
of a database relating to the appearance of unusual pathol ogi es or epidenics
in order to provide the organization with a nonitoring and anal ysis capacity,
particularly in connection with requests for investigations into alleged use
and unusual epidenics.

The network's data and expertise will constitute one tool, anpbng others,
avail abl e to the Technical Secretariat for followi ng up requests for
investigations it receives.

2. Collection of infornmtion

Information will be collected essentially on the basis of the
pre_existing electronic data avail abl e, whether in the databases of
i nternational organizations (WHO, |1CE, FAQ etc.), or in national or regiona
dat abases (e.g. the proposed European nonitoring and response network for

transm ssi bl e di seases).
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3. Size and facilities

In order to collect and process the data, with adequate expertise, a
small unit (about five persons) in the Technical Secretariat with access to

Internet and with conputer facilities would be anple.

4. Cost

The cost of such a “virtual network”, which is essential if the
organi zation is to fulfil its functions, will be mnor, particularly in view
of the fact that there will be no question of duplicating existing networks.

It will be mainly limted to comruni cati ons and staff sal aries.



