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Addendum
D. [ THRESHOLDS] d

[Each State Party can store at facilities, for the purposes
of devel opi ng and testing neans of protection against
bi ol ogi cal weapons, established threshold quantities of
bi ol ogical materials containing |listed agents. Specific
val ues of threshold quantities shall be determned in
accordance with the Annex IV. These thresholds do not cover
quantities that are used in day to day work and for the
production of imune biol ogical, medical and ot her
pr eparations. ]

[ Threshol ds are neant to limt the scope of Article | of
t he Bi ol ogi cal Wapons Convention and as such are of no val ue
for this Protocol.]

‘[Views were expressed that the application of threshold
limts to the possession of biological agents and toxins is not
a useful nmeans to strengthen the Convention and coul d underm ne
the provisions of Article |I; this would clearly be outside the
mandate of the G oup. Peaceful quantities of an agent cannot be
defi ned i ndependently of the particular circunstances of the use,
whi ch neans that fixed thresholds cannot be used. There would
be a risk of a threshold for work for defence purposes being used
to conceal offensive activities. The application of threshold
limts could provide inaccurate inpressions of the scale of
activities at a facility because the self-replicating nature of
m cro-organi sns neans that an agent anmount at or below a
threshold could be exceeded within a matter of hours. Finally,
even small quantities of biological agents and toxins could,
dependi ng upon their intended purpose, violate the object and
pur pose of the Convention.]






