3rd April 2009

Green Gown Awards 2009 Shortlist Announced

Search for UK’s most sustainable institutions

The search is on for the UK’s most sustainable institutions, with 66 universities and colleges now shortlisted for the final stage of the prestigious Green Gown Awards.

In their fifth year, the awards recognise exceptional initiatives being taken by higher and further education institutions across the UK to become more sustainable.  The awards have a variety of categories in which universities and colleges can illustrate their achievements, in both academia and estates management.

This year two new categories have been introduced – Green ICT and Research.  A Carbon Reduction category has replaced the previous ‘energy and water efficiency’ section, while the continuous improvement section has been split into two groups ‘specific area’ and ‘institutional change’.

The shortlisted applicants underwent a rigorous assessment, involving 30 expert judges drawn from a range of relevant institutions including the Carbon Trust, the Learning and Skills Council and Universities UK.  The successful institutions will now be invited to submit a stage two application along with additional support materials.

The shortlist encompasses a wide range of innovative and diverse initiatives, spanning everything from a campus wind turbine generator in the carbon reduction category, to a green super computer in the ICT section and a wormery that features as a student entry.

The winners within each category will be announced at a prestigious annual awards dinner to be held at the Imperial College London on 23rd June 2009 in the presence of UK Minister for Higher Education and Intellectual Property, David Lammy MP.  For further information on the awards, or to purchase tickets to the awards dinner, visit www.eauc.org.uk 

Commenting on the Green Gown Awards shortlist, Iain Patton, Executive Director of the EAUC, the administrator of the scheme, said; “We are delighted by the fantastic response we have had to the awards this year.  In total we received 178 applications, drawn from nearly 100 institutions – representing over a third of the sector as a whole.  In fact, applications have increased by more than 200% since the scheme first launched in 2004.

“The high response level and impressive standard of entries, underlines the value and recognition that winning offers, while also highlighting the growing importance of sustainability within the fields of further and higher education.”

The Green Gown Awards are administrated by the Environmental Association for Universities and Colleges (EAUC) and are sponsored by: - The Carbon Trust, College and University Business Officers (CUBO), the Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills (DIUS), Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE), The Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC), The Learning and Skills Council (LSC) and Salix Finance.

The Green Gown Awards are governed by a cross agency steering group made up of Association of Colleges (AoC), Association of University Directors of Estates (AUDE), British Universities Finance Directors Group (BUFDG), Guild HE, Higher Education Environmental Performance Improvement (HEEPI), Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE), National Union of Students Services Ltd (NUSSL) and Universities UK (UUK).
A list of all shortlisted institutions can be found below in Appendix1
Appendix I

The shortlisted institutions for the 2009 Green Gown Awards
	Carbon Reduction
	

	Institution
	Title of Project

	University of Cambridge
	High Visibility Building Energy Management Systems on the Web

	University of Central Lancashire
	UCLan’s Commitment to Become a Model International University for Sustainability

	Leicester College
	Counting the Carbs

	Swansea Metropolitan University
	Swansea Metropolitan University Meets its Carbon Commitments

	University of Ulster
	University of Ulster Coleraine Campus Wind Turbine Generator

	University of Warwick
	Strategic carbon management reaps financial and environmental benefits, engaging staff, students and other stakeholder groups in a collective desire to improve performance.

	
	

	Green ICT
	

	Institution
	Title of Project

	University of Bradford
	Second life – staff and students join forces in the real world to recover and refurbish ICT equipment.

	Cardiff University
	ARCCA Datacentre – A Green Supercomputer Facility at Cardiff University

	City and Islington College
	Greener ICT Service

	Imperial College London
	Sustainable Electronic Procurement – Greening the Supply Chain using ICT

	University of Plymouth
	PlymDESK5: Enhancing the University’s Green Credentials With a Full Life-Cycle Desktop Service

	Queen Margaret University
	Queen Margaret University, Scotland – RE:LOCATE Thin-Client Project 

	
	

	Continuous Improvement - Specific Area
	

	Institution
	Title of Project

	University of Gloucestershire
	Greener by Degrees:  Supporting the development of sustainability in the curriculum

	University of Hertfordshire
	Improving Resource Efficiency at the University of Hertfordshire

	University of Leeds
	University of Leeds Transport Plan

	University of Lincoln
	Closed Loop Office Paper Recycling System – yoyo 

	Oxford Brookes University
	The long and winding route of sustainable travel planning

	University of Warwick
	Warwick’s Enhancements to its CHP – From good to great.

	
	


	Continuous Improvement - Institutional Change
	

	Institution
	Title of Project

	University of Bradford
	Ecoversity: Beyond Greening  

	University of Dundee
	Raising the Green

	University of Wales Newport
	Continual Environmental Improvement at the University of Wales Newport

	Oxford Brookes University
	From Environmental Management to Sustainability and Corporate Responsibility

	Pembrokeshire College
	Embracing the sustainable challenge on all fronts

	University of Plymouth
	A model for Institutional Change and Transformation

	
	

	Courses 
	

	Institution
	Title of Project

	University of Bradford
	From Archaeology to Zoology, Education for Sustainable Development for all  

	University of Central Lancashire
	Cross institution curricula development to educate students for global citizenship by integrating Sustainable Development into curricula across the University.

	University of St Andrews
	The University of St Andrews Sustainable Development Undergraduate Programme

	University of Sheffield
	An Interdisciplinary Approach to Enhancing Sustainable Development Teaching in the Higher Education Built Environment Curriculum

	University of Strathclyde
	Sustainable Development Education at the Faculty of Education

	University of Worcester
	Masters in Sustainable Development Advocacy: integrating the Brundtland, Stern and Leitch agendas

	
	

	Research
	

	Institution
	Title of Project

	University of Birmingham
	Hydrogen cars drive sustainability on campus

	Edinburgh Napier University
	Integrated Collector Storage Solar Water Heater (ICS-SWH)

	University of Gloucestershire
	Improving investment and impact of education on sustainable development   

	Somerset College
	Outside the green box - embedding Education for Sustainable Development through the use of co-operative inquiry

	University of Sussex
	Informing the global deal on low carbon technologies to tackle climate change

	
	


	Sustainable Construction & Refurbishment
	

	Institution
	Title of Project

	University of Bedfordshire
	Butterfield Park Campus

	London School of Economics and Political Science
	New Academic Building (NAB) – BREEAM Excellent refurbishment project

	University of Manchester Students’ Union
	Manchester Academy Refurbishment

	Nottingham Trent University
	Newton and Arkwright Transformation

	Pembrokeshire College
	First BREEAM excellence in the UK for Pembrokeshire College

	Plumpton College
	A sustainable building providing classroom and office facilities for teaching vocational courses at one of the College out-centres

	Queen Margaret University
	Queen Margaret University, Scotland – RE:LOCATE 

	
	

	Residences
	

	Institution
	Title of Project

	University of Bath
	Green Tourism Award in Bath desires Green Gown for added warmth 

	University of Glamorgan
	Carbon Reduction Projects at University of Glamorgan Residences

	Kingston University
	End of Term Halls Donation Scheme 

	Lancaster University
	Eco-Residences

	London School of Economics and Political Science
	Moving Towards Zero Waste: Implementing Reuse Schemes for Halls of Residence

	London School of Economics and Political Science
	Sustainability Champions in Halls of Residence

	
	

	Student Initiatives
	

	Birmingham University
	Vale Festival

	University of Bradford
	Kapow! – students as agents of change

	University of Brighton Students Union & University of Brighton
	Sustainable Champions

	Lancaster University Students Union and Lancaster University
	GreenLancaster— a student led partnership initiative

	Leeds University Union
	Water shouldn’t cost the earth & Leave Leeds Tidy : Green Streets 

	Stephenson College
	Wikis to wormeries – a giant wiggle for sustainability

	
	


	Social Responsibility
	

	Institution
	Title of Project

	University of Brighton
	University of Brighton’s Community University Partnership Programme (CUPP)

	University of Chester
	Community Carbon Reduction

	Keele University
	Science for Sustainability: Sustainable Approaches for Sustainable Communities

	Pembrokeshire College
	PET Project (Community-Based Learning) Social Accounts

	University of Plymouth
	Shattering Glass Walls to Deliver Sustainable Community Enterprise

	Queen Mary, University of London
	Clean living: the return to in-house cleaning at Queen Mary, University of London

	
	


	Colleges & Smaller Institutions
	

	Institution
	Title of Project

	Ayr College
	Ayr College Eco Warriors

	Bedford College
	Embedding Sustainability

	Harper Adams University College
	What makes students switch off? Understanding and influencing attitudes, behaviour and practice in campus energy use

	Leeds City College
	Moving mountains, one pebble at a time

	New College Stamford
	New College Stamford – A small college with large aspirations

	Warwickshire College
	Sustainability at the core: Warwickshire College’s journey towards sustainability


