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University wins ‘Silver’ at Sound Impact Awards 2008-09.
The Sound Impact Awards is an accreditation scheme for environmental best-practice in Students’ Unions, aimed at both Further Education (FE) and Higher Education (HE).

The purpose of the Sound Impact Awards is to:

· Encourage
· Nurture
· Reward
· and Celebrate environmental best-practice in Students' Unions
The Sound Impact Awards comprises of a list of criteria, each relating to a different action that will help the Union to reduce its negative impact on the environment.

Explanation of the award criteria.
The criteria include: Assessing our environmental impacts and efficiency, electricity, heating and water use, reducing reusing & recycling, as well as our community action, campaigning, social responsibility and being a good employer. 
We scored 583 out of a possible 785 points which gives us the Silver Medal.

What it means in Context:
The Silver medal builds on our Bronze award and Ecologist Community Challenge award last year.  

What it means to us:
We are really pleased to say this is in recognition of the Union's clear culture shift towards more environmentally considerate practice.  This award represents a huge practical effort by the Union Sound Impact Team and all the Sabbs and UBU Staff.  It also represents a positive and productive relationship between the Union, the University Estates and Ecoversity staff.  Everyone in the Union has changed something for the better and it represents a real team achievement.

Things we do well:
We got very high marks for Innovation - showing that we're doing lots of unusual and original things like hosting the 'Crank It Up' recycled bike shop, our eco-themed Party on the Amp, furniture and computer recycling, supporting 'direct action' training, the Education for Sustainable Development in Schools Project and the UBoutique.  Our student community volunteering (UCAN) was recognised as a high scoring category once again.  We are the only Union in the country to have a full time Ethics and Environment Officer, this has made all the difference this year!

Sound Impact Awards Website: 

http://www.soundimpact.org.uk/
Thanks to everyone involved!

Ros Coulton

Sound Impact Environmental Awards Coordinator for the University of Bradford

