10 October 2008 

To: All Staff

The University has taken the decision to fully commit itself to the principles of seeking to become an Ecoversity.  We have embarked on this journey to become a beacon for sustainability within the HE sector.  We are very aware of the many challenges ahead and that it will take time and effort to get there.

As part of this commitment we are responding to demand from across the University community to support a range of behavioural change with respect to recycling.  One of our key challenges is to reduce the amount of waste that is sent to landfill and we need to all work together to achieve that goal.  Our latest recycling figures show that we are diverting 47% of all our waste from landfill through the recycling scheme – close to our 2009 target of 50%.  However, we should not be complacent and we need to continue and increase our efforts.
We have committed to a strategy to compost food waste and we have almost completed the installation of recycling containers catering for all offices/classrooms and public areas.  In order to support individuals in their responsibility to deal with waste during their working lives we have followed the example of a number of other organisations, including universities and HEFCE, in developing a new approach to everyday waste management.

We have piloted in the School of Management, at Chesham & Horton, on D Floor of the Richmond Building a scheme whereby recycling bins are located in corridors and individual room bins are removed.  This means that each of us has to think through and address how we deal with our waste.  I know that many of us already think these issues through and act accordingly.  But, a study at the University of Leeds which has an established recycling system showed that recycling rates went up from 28% to 62% with desk bin removal and the corresponding behavioural change.

Several areas have shown strong support for the Ecoversity programme through voluntary desk bin removal.  The Student Union has been without desk bins for around 2 years and have lead the way with other departments such as Midwifery going through voluntary removal more recently.

From Monday 17th November 2008 the remaining desk and litter bins will be removed from offices, classrooms, and public spaces in the University.  Staff and students will need to use the recycling containers.  We will be promoting recycling facilities, what to put where and monitoring the impact of this change.

I appreciate that this can be a significant change but it is important that we collectively move forward in reducing landfill. 

Should you have any questions or issues you wish to raise please look at the FAQ page of the Ecoversity website: http://www.brad.ac.uk/admin/ecoversity/faq.php or email ecoversity@bradford.ac.uk.

Yours sincerely

Geoff Layer

