
                                                                 

 

The University of Bradford 
Department of Estates and Facilities 

New School of Health Studies 
Design Statement 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
The new School of Health Studies at the corner of Richmond Building and Tumbling Hill Street 



                                                                 

The University of Bradford 
 

Department of Estates and Facilities 
 

New School of Health Studies 
  

Design Statement 
 
Introduction 
 
Following the proposed development of the atrium and the recladding of the Richmond 
building in the summer of 2005, the University would propose to build the new School of 
Health Studies on land between Tumbling Hill Street and the end of the Richmond Wing 
which forms the south west elevation of the Richmond Building.  Subject to agreement on 
funding issues planning of the building could commence in early 2005 with an anticipated 
completion of spring/summer 2007 with possible phased occupation commencing in the 
spring of 2007. 
 
The Site 
 
The site (number 22 on the Estates Strategic Plan) is approximately 0.18 Ha, and is opposite 
the newly constructed Norcroft Building which houses the Institute of Pharmaceutical 
Innovation and the University’s Central Analytical Suite (approximately 0.16Ha).  The land 
slopes from south to north, and from west to east, terminating along Tumbling Hill Street, all 
land being owned by the University of Bradford. 
 
 
 

 
Site Location (not to scale) 
 
The proposed site will be located on the open area leading on from Richmond Building 
 



                                                                 

 
 
Tumbling Hill Street looking west 
 

 
 
 
Richmond Building looking east 
 
The site currently has a dangerous goods store on the bottom part of the land which will 
have to be relocated, whilst the bottom corner of Richmond Building houses the main 
distribution of post and goods received facility for the University.   Both of these two areas 
will have to be treated as part of the proposed development.   
 



                                                                 

 
 
View looking down on the site from the Richmond Building 
 
The Proposed Building 
 
The proposed School of Health Studies will be housed in a new building of between eight 
and ten stories in height.  The new building will be linked to the Richmond Building by a large 
imposing glazed atrium which diametrically balances the drama of the new Richmond atrium 
on the opposite end of the Richmond Wing.     
 
It is anticipated the gross floor area will be in the region of 7,000 m2 and costs indicate a sum 
of approximately £10 million including fees but excluding VAT.  The building would contain a 
reception, offices and bespoke teaching accommodation as well as some general teaching 
accommodation and social space for students to gather.  Further work is needed in this area 
but early indications show that these proposals will meet the needs of the School.   

 
There will be parking on the main campus and bicycle racks at the entrance level off 
Tumbling Hill Street. 
 
Materials 
 
The building will have a similar feel to the cladding of Richmond Building and Norcroft 
Building completing the new Science Quarter of the University.  Materials will include profiled 
metal cladding, glass, sun-control louvres, and in line with its environmental credentials 
perhaps some timber cladding and photo-voltaic cells.  There will be some brick at lower 
levels.  The glazing, steelwork, louvres etc will be muted colours with some bright points of 
colour.  The link block is likely to have a more open, glazed feel.  Again more work is needed 
in this area but it is important that we develop an environmentally sustainable building 
capable of obtaining a BREEAM rating of very good to excellent. 
 
Landscaping 

 
Predominantly the site will be hard landscaped in good-quality materials, though it is 
proposed that the car-park itself is grassed in the manner of Norcroft Building.  Some areas 
of soft landscaping will be include planting with a combination of grass, shrubs and some 
native species trees.   
 
Environmental policy 
 
The University is committed to a high level of sustainability throughout its campuses.  
Estates would like to have all new buildings assessed under the Building Research 
Establishment Environmental Assessment Method (BREEAM).  This is a new policy and 
there is a learning curve for the university sector, but the target for the new School of Health 



                                                                 

Studies Building would be ‘Very Good’ to “excellent”.  The University of Bradford’s ‘Our 
Environment Policy’ and ‘Better Buildings Policy’ will be incorporated into the construction 
and design. 
 
The building will incorporate natural ventilation, heat exchange units, thermal mass 
environment moderation, high insulation, solar control, and areas of photo-voltaic cell 
electricity generation.  Services will be controlled by a Building Management System, and 
the University is investigating the possibility of installing a Combined Heat & Power (CHP) 
generator to supply this and other buildings in the vicinity.  
 
 
Programme  
 
Subject to the agreement of funding by the end of 2004, design work could commence 
immediately with statutory applications being submitted by late summer 2005 and 
construction commencing in the late autumn of 2005.  Due to the nature of the building it 
may be possible to have a phased occupation of the building which could commence in the 
autumn of 2006.  The final completion, based on the above, would be spring/summer 2007. 
 
 
Summary 
 
This facility will enable the University to continue to provide world class research, teaching 
and employment facilities in line with its strategy of pursuit of excellence.  It is supported by 
higher education funding bodies, regional development agencies, and Bradford Metropolitan 
District Council.  Positive early discussions have already been held with Bradford MDC and 
the planning department as part of the University’s Estate Strategy.  The University is 
confident that this building will be an important visual and academic landmark. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


