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The year 1999-2000 was once more highly productive in terms of research activity. Field research was undertaken in Italy (at Pompeii), Spain, Shetland and the Yorkshire Dales, as well as UNESCO missions to the World Heritage site at Taxila in Pakistan, and the birthplace of the Buddha in Nepal.  Major laboratory programmes include investigations in material culture, biological anthropology, and biogeochemistry.  All our research programmes, whether in the field or in the laboratory, involve national and international collaborations with numerous bodies including Michigan State University, University of Peshawar, Shetland Amenity Trust, HM Government of Nepal’s Department of Archaeology and so on. 

During 1999-2000, external research income was up to over £400,000 with continued funding successes from the NERC, the European Regional Development Fund, the Shetland Amenity Trust, the Wellcome Trust, Nuffield Foundation, Historic Scotland, UNESCO and others. 

Dr Julie Bond was appointed to a part-time Lectureship in Environmental Archaeology.  This appointment consolidates our research in environmental archaeology and in the archaeology of the North Atlantic fringe.  Dr Holger Schutkowski joined the Department as Reader in Biological Anthropology in January 2000.  His research interests, in addition to human osteology, include bone chemical analysis for the reconstruction of diet, health status, and population movement. 

The Department was the lead bidder in a successful 450K award from the HEFCE Capital Allocation for Research.  This will allow the University to establish a campus Mass Spectrometric facility, including a new stable isotope MS and LC/MS.  The aim is to co-site our ICP/MS installed during the year.  The award also funds a substantial laboratory refurbishment and upgrading of clean laboratory facilities.

Throughout the year, Carlisle Archaeology has been engaged in a major excavation in the forecourt of the Castle in the city, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund.  The project will then enter the post-excavation assessment and evaluation stage.  There are considerable research opportunities for studying the wide range of organic and inorganic materials recovered. 

Staff organised a conference held at Lerwick, Shetland (Tall Stories? Broch studies; past present and future).  A one-day Seminar on Old Scatness was organised by the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland in Edinburgh. Staff helped to co-organise the First European Archaeomagnetism Conference. Sessions were organised at the European Geophysical Society Symposium and the Society for American Archaeology meetings. Sessions were chaired at the International Archaeometry Symposium, and at the meeting of the British Association for Biological Anthropology and Osteoarchaeology.  Numerous presentations were made at the Theoretical Archaeology Group conference, and at the annual meetings of the European Association of Archaeologists, the American Association of Physical Anthropologists, the American Academy of Forensic Scientists, the Association of South Asian Archaeologists, and the 3rd International Conference on Archaeological Prospection. The Department hosted the successful 4th European Forensic Anthropology short course in 2000.

The wider communication of archaeology is now an established component of our activities.  Numerous contributions have been made to TV and radio programmes. 

The Department of Archaeological Sciences looks forward to another dynamic year in research in 2000-2001 and to a successful outcome in the next Research Assessment Exercise.
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