DEPARTMENT OF APPLIED SOCIAL SCIENCES

Head of Department: Professor Adrian James

During the course of the 1999-2000 academic year, the Department of Applied Social Studies merged with the Department of Social and Economic Studies to form the Department of Applied Social Sciences. The merger has strengthened the already strong research profile of both former departments and has led to increased research collaboration and to shared research initiatives.

Within the Department of Applied Social Sciences there are three distinct research clusters.  These relate to social policy and social work, ethnicity, and gender and social theory.  Members of the Social Policy and Social Work Research Cluster meet regularly to discuss work in progress, to explore research funding opportunities and, in association with the Graduate School Research Methods Programme, to facilitate presentations by PhD students. The Gender and Social Theory Research Cluster has merged into the SSIS wide Gender and Women’s Studies Research Group. This group organise a formal seminar series with external speakers and also hold informal lunchtime seminar meetings. The Ethnicity Research Cluster organise a formal seminar series. 

In relation to the period under review, research projects undertaken include: the evaluation of the introduction of franchised family mediation under the provisions of the Family Law Act 1996 (1997-1999 Professor Adrian James in association with academic colleagues from the Universities of Bristol, Nottingham and the LSE); the completion of the first year’s work and the production of associated publications from the Cava Programme (Care, values and the future of the welfare state 1999-2004, Professor Simon Duncan in association with participants from Leeds University); a national survey on the ‘common law marriage myth’ carried out by the British Social Attitudes Survey directed by Professor Simon Duncan and Anne Barlow from the University of Wales at Aberystwyth; an evaluation of the Bradford Youth Offending Team Parenting Programme (Dr Terry Allen); a transnational evaluation of the European Union funded Integra Project (1998-2000 Dr Barbara Fawcett) and an evaluation of the Naye Subah Project focusing on the mental health needs of Asian Women (1997-1999 Dr Barbara Fawcett and Ruksana Khan). In addition, a British Academy Society for South Asian Studies small personal research grant helped to support a research visit to India focusing on Indian civil-military relations (Dr Apurba Kundu). An award was also obtained from the International Research Programme Changing Labour Relations in Asia in order to hold a conference of labour in Pakistan (Dr Yunas Samad).

There are two research units located in the Department. The Ethnicity and Social Policy Research Unit continues to enhance its national and international reputation under the leadership of Professor Charles Husband. The Social Care Research and Evaluation Partnership Research Unit (co-ordinated by Dr Barbara Fawcett) continues to attract external funding to carry out local evaluations. It also focuses on the dissemination to practitioners of research findings and actively encourages managers and practitioners to carry out ‘action’ based evaluations and research projects. Members of SCREP are also heavily involved in carrying out evaluations of Health Action Zone activities in Bradford. These include a two year evaluation of community involvement in primary care trusts, the impact of housing improvement on coronary heart disease, and the ways in which Health Action Zone activity and funding has developed an Asian women’s project, accident prevention co-ordination and the Keighley Worksafe Project.

The Departmental web site has been developed during the period under review to reflect the research activity being undertaken by members of the Department.  National and international interest in the web site has been increased by the publication, for example, of the results of the ESRC seminar series ‘Parenting, motherhood and paid work: rationalities and ambivalences’ (1998-2000) administered by the University and convened by Professor Simon Duncan (with Rosalind Edwards of South Bank University).

The Department has developed a distinctive collaborative style, as evidenced by the projects and activities highlighted above. Members of the Department are also invited to participate in key governmental research and policy development forums and many are active in the international arena. Within the Department, there is an emphasis upon the production of theoretical material, upon applied research and research dissemination and upon critically applying theoretical perspectives to a diverse range of areas. These activities are clearly highlighted in the publications listed below.
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SCOTT A, SEMMENS L, WILLOUGHBY L
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Beyond Contesting Racism: Imagining the Polyethnic Media Environment, Media Development, XLVII, 2, 11-14, 2000

JAMES A, STURGEON-ADAMS L.
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WEBB SA, McBEATH G

On the Nature of Future Worlds? Considerations of Virtuality and Utopia, Information, Communication and Society, 3 (1), 2000

Refereed Conference Publications

BURKITT B, HUTCHINSON F
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