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The development of a new department is like the building of a ship, it is done incrementally and in parts.  The first students are working their way through the second year of the programme.  The staff experience is one of rapid change in which research time is inevitably sacrificed to meet University administration and student needs.  In spite of these extreme difficulties a research programme has been continued and developed.

The programme of robotic vision in the metrological imaging group continued to attract research students and publish.  This group is particularly concerned with robot vision and they are making significant development in the extraction of 3d image information for mapping from pairs of binocular images.  The interpretation work extends into the automatic reading of script, particularly arabic.  The processing of images is supported by an active programme of development of image sensors. 

The robotic systems group continued to develop its work with robotic telescopes in Tenerife and Australia.  The results of the programmes led to a collaboration with Sheffield Hallam University Science Centre, the Institute of Physics, AEA Technologies, Shell, Channel 4 education and Pearson TV, which won a pilot education award from the National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts. 

The TCS programmes continued to win acclaim and two of the staff attended the National Technology Transfer Conference at the Commonwealth Centre and presented a paper on Web Marketing.

As Cybernetics matures the staff will be able to revitalise their research and exploit the work of their research students in complex systems and modelling, weather instrumentation, robotic vision and intelligent large data-base systems.

Cybernetics continues to maintain close links with a large number of leading edge companies across the region.  It is these close links that inform the research and teaching and provide direction to Cybernetics through the Industrial Advisory Panel. 
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