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The School has continued to consolidate its research grant aquisition in this final period as we run up to our first RAE return.  We secured five additional grants valued at £766,586 and brings our RAE running total to £2,929,791.  We received £213, 933 from the NHS Health Action Zone Innovation Research Allocation (Innes A & Lucas J) in conjunction with the Policy Research Institute for Ageing and Ethnicity (Patel N) to develop the family carer for dementia sufferers in three minority ethnic communities; £173,000 from PPP Health Care in conjunction with Bradford Hospitals Trust and York Health Economics Consortium to undertake a Randomised Trial Evaluation of Community Hospital Care for Older People (Young J and Small N);  two additional Health Action Zone Evaluation projects from the Bradford Health Authority, Smoking Cessation £17,300 and Alcohol Prevention £24,000 (Lui S and Lucas J) and benefited from an imported grant from Stirling University attached to Professor Murna Down’s appointment namely improving the response of Health Care Practitioners, a research project funded by the Alzheimer’s Society (£338,353) and undertaken in partnership with University College London and University of Stirling.  

Research output continues to demonstrate a move towards quality with 3 new books, 3 new book chapters and 28 peer reviewed Journal Papers.  We also had over 30 Conference abstracts published.

The School hosted a number of prestigious conferences this year, including the RCN Conference “Taking Nurse Education into the Next Millennium”, The Institute for Health Research Conference ‘Health of Children and Young People: Research Perspectives’ and the Yorkshire Regional Cancer Medicine Conference.

The Institute for Health Research and its functional units in particular Primary Care and HAZ Evaluation, have both made significant appointments and secured additional grant income, John Green, Steve Lui, Ann Hobbiss, Carol Gibson, Peter Greasley and Jane South have joined the HAZ evaluation and Neil Small has appointed Drs Gavin Craig, John Bibby and Bob Ashworth as Primary Care Researchers from General Practice.  Vicki Elliot was promoted to Research Secretary from Reception, to support the HAZ and other funded research initiatives.  We have also made a number of honorary appointments.  Dr Shahid Ali, a GP is an Honorary Senior Research Fellow as is Dr Sue Proctor the Strategic Nurse Advisor at the Health Authority, Dr John Wright who is Associate Medical Director at BRI and a Consultant in Public Health Medicine has been made Honorary Professor of Public Health Medicine.

We are about to see our first Staff Candidates complete their PhD’s, James Self, David Coates, Raghu Rhagavan and Anthea Innes have all submitted their Thesis to be examined early in the new academic year and our number of PhD students registered with the School continues to grow.

Finally the School is positioning itself with local, primary and secondary care trusts to be able to bid for new NHS R&D support funding within the new Clarke reforms and we see a strategic opportunity to be funded for Health Communities research which will bring a focus to our primary care, nursing and dementia related research.  A positive year ends with many new opportunities on the horizon.
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