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UNIVERSITY OF BRADFORD

Environmental Water Engineering Group

Questionnaire: Sustainable Pond System

Dear Sir or Madam,

we are Final Year Project students (supervised by Dr Miklas Scholz) studying at the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering.  We have produced this questionnaire about sustainable (or environmentally friendly) pond systems.

It is common practice to drain rainwater into the sewage system.  Property owners have to pay a fee for this service.  The aim of this study is to investigate changes in public opinion about alternative drainage systems for roof water runoff.  For example, sustainable pond systems reduce the risk of flooding, lower treatment costs, enhance wildlife and increase the amenity value of the property.

The purpose of sustainable pond systems is to function as a water reservoir in summer and as a natural drainage basin in winter.  Water could be recycled for toilet flushing or watering plants in the summer.  Rainwater would not drain into public sewers.  This leads to a reduction of customer water bills.

Please answer the following questions and return this form to

Dr Miklas Scholz, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of Bradford, West Yorkshire BD7 1DP.

Alternatively, you may want to ring (01274) 233854 to discuss the questionnaire.

Please be ensured that we have no financial interest with respect to the outcome of this survey.  Thank you very much for your time answering the attached questionnaire.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. Nikolaos Giannousopoulos                              Ms. Anastasia Roussi

_________________________________________________________________________

Optional:

Name:


…………………………………

Occupation:

…………………………………

Contact details:
…………………………………………………………………

_________________________________________________________________________

1. Are you the owner of a property?

Yes.


No.


No but one of my family members is the owner.


_________________________________________________________________________

2. What type of property do you have?

Detached house (with a garage).


Detached house (without a garage).


Semi-detached house (with a garage).


Semi-detached house (without a garage).


Other.


If other, please specify:  ……………..………….

_________________________________________________________________________

3. Where does the rainwater from your roof drain?

Public sewer.


Still water including pond.


Running water including beck.


Infiltration tank.


Other.


If other, please specify:  ……………..………………………………….....

_________________________________________________________________________

4.   How large is the biggest part of your garden?  For example, how many cars could be parked in that part of your garden?  1 metre = 1.10 yards.  1 car = 10 square yards.

Less than about 50 square yards (1-6 cars).


Between about 50 and 100 square yards (7-12 cars).


Between about 100 and 150 square yards (13-18 cars).


Between about 150 and 200 square yards (19-24 cars).


More than about 200 square yards (more than 25 cars).


_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

5. Please indicate if you agree with the following statements.  Tick all statements that apply to you.

I am interested in the environment and I support environmental issues.


I am interested in the environment but I am not supporting environmental issues.


I am not interested in the environment.


I do my own gardening.


I employ someone for gardening.


I am not interested in gardening.


_________________________________________________________________________

6. Would you consider draining your rainwater naturally to save money in the long term?

I would be prepared to make alterations to my property to save money.


I would not be prepared to make alterations to my property.


_________________________________________________________________________

7. Would you be interested in installing a sustainable pond system for financial, functional or environmental reasons?

Yes.


No.


_________________________________________________________________________

8. Assuming you decided to spend money on building a sustainable pond system.  Which option would you choose?

I would pay £1,500 to a company in order to have a pond system installed.


I would spend £500 on materials and aquatic plants and do the work myself.


_________________________________________________________________________

9.   What do you perceive as advantages (pros) of sustainable pond systems?

………………………………………………………………………………………………

_________________________________________________________________________

10.  What do you perceive as disadvantages (cons) of sustainable pond systems?

………………………………………………………………………………………………

_________________________________________________________________________
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