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Bradford Scholars – an institutional 
repository 

What is Bradford Scholars? 

Bradford Scholars is an online service designed to host the full text of research materials produced by staff and 

MPhil/PhD students at the University of Bradford. Material in this online repository is freely available to anyone 

over the Internet. By depositing your research in Bradford Scholars you will be enhancing the visibility of your 

research which has been proven to increase citation rates and impact. Services like Bradford Scholars are 

currently being developed by a range of organizations around the world. 

Benefits to you as a researcher 

Your research is made available to the worldwide scholarly community on a scale not possible in print. This higher 

visibility in turn translates into 

 Increased citation rates for your papers 

 Your research having higher impact 

  

You will also enjoy the advantages of a centrally managed service with guaranteed longevity and permanent 

identifiers to your papers. 

  

Benefits to research and society 

Bradford Scholars... 

 helps to free research outputs from access barriers and subscription charges 

 speeds up and broadens research sharing 

 provides long-term storage for research 

 enables cross-institutional searching and quicker access to research materials 

  

What types of content does Bradford Scholars host? 

The repository accepts a range of materials both published and unpublished: 

 Journal articles 

 Conference papers and presentations 

 MPhil and PhD theses 

 Books and book chapters 

 Working papers, occasional papers, reports 

This list is not exhaustive. Bradford Scholars staff are happy to accept text and image files as well as some less 

traditional research output types. If you are not sure whether your work would be accepted, contact repository 

staff at bradscholars@bradford.ac.uk. 
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Copyright  

If you are not the copyright holder of your research paper the repository staff are happy to check the copyright 

agreements relating to any material you would like to submit to the repository. Many publishers now permit 

authors to deposit their published works in institutional repositories like Bradford Scholars. Bradford Scholars 

staff will be able to advise you on copyright issues. 

Further information on copyright and how to check whether your publisher allows self-archiving in an 

institutional repository may be located on the Bradford Scholars web pages at http://bradscholars.brad.ac.uk.  

How do I deposit my papers? 

1. Visit http://bradscholars.brad.ac.uk. 

2. Follow the ‘Login’ link under My Account in the left hand menu. The login details are the same as your 

UoB email alias and password. 

Which copy for the repository? 

Whereas many publishers permit their authors to place their papers in openly accessible repositories, several still 

do not allow you to use the final published PDF to do so. The repository staff are able to check for you what the 

publishers’ policies on self-archiving require from depositors.  You can contact Bradford Scholars staff at 

bradscholars@bradford.ac.uk. 

Keeping copies of your own papers is important if you wish to deposit your work in a repository or use them in 

any other manner on the web or print. The final author’s manuscript is usually the one that publishers permit you 

to self-archive. This copy has already been peer-reviewed and any content alterations for publication have been 

made. However, this is not the publisher copy you read in the journal after publication with logos and other 

formatting. 

Your funding bodies may require deposit! 

To maximise the dissemination of the research they fund, a growing number of UK and international funding 

bodies now require research outputs to be made openly accessible either in an Open Access journal or online 

repository.  This does not exclude academics from publishing in commercial journals but the articles must also be 

made freely available on the web. 

All seven UK Funding Councils now mandate open access to research outputs they have funded. The SHERPA 

Juliet database (http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/index.php) provides information on the policies regarding Open 

Access to publicly funded research. 

 It is worth noting that the European Research Council (ERC) and the European Commission have also published 

statements regarding their mandates. 

Contact details 

Bradford Scholars staff may be reached via email at bradscholars@bradford.ac.uk.  You can also call us at 01274 

233400.   
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