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Module Aims

This module is an important element of the LLM Natural Resources and Environmental Law and Policy because
it will enable students to critically analyse and understand climate change law and policy and to develop the
skills necessary to apply this in a range of practical contexts.

The module will provide students with an understanding of the key concepts, principles and mechanisms
underlying the Climate Change regime as well as the interrelationship between industrial activities, and in
particular energy policy and climate change will form a key part of the module.

Reflecting on the UN Sustainable Development Goal 13 which is focused on Climate Action, this module will
explore the practical ways to address the global challenge of climate change. It will examine the effectiveness
of the international, regional and national legal instruments aimed at tackling climate change. It will examine
developments in the field of climate change law and encourage students to reflect on the nature, function,
strengths and weaknesses of the existing mechanisms aimed at addressing climate change.

The module helps students to develop the ability to work with their knowledge of legal principles and apply
them to new situations in order to arrive at imaginative and innovative solutions and interpretations in climate
change law and policy. It will also equip students to have mastery of the subject, conduct effective research and
to critically analyse and assess the specific climate change issues and apply this learning in the relevant
practical context.

It aims to develop excellent communication skills including writing and legal research skills commensurate with
LLM level study and advanced scholarship

This module is also suitable for any other postgraduate programme, where environmental law, energy law,
sustainable development as well as natural resources governance would be studied.

Outline Syllabus

Nature, causes and impacts of climate change
Climate change law and policy - evolution and current framework
Business, climate change and sustainability
Key principles and mechanisms
Mitigation and Adaptation
Climate Change and Migration
Human Rights and Climate Change
Climate change litigation
Green financing
The future of Climate Change Law and Policy



Learning Outcomes

Outcome
Number Description

01
Critically evaluate the background and wider contexts, including the broader economic, socio-
economics, political and environmental dimensions of governance and regulations of climate
change law and policy.

02
Critically analyse the key concepts, principles and law regulating climate change in regard to
specific areas of conflict.

03 Critically apply the principles and law in this field to new cases and situations.

04
Develop independent research skills in primary and secondary resources and be able to
communicate key learning both orally and in writing.



Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategy

Development of a range of transferable skills such as independent study, effective written and oral
communication and problem solving The module uses 32 hours of workshops delivered over 12 weeks to support
learning and achievement. The workshops will address the key ethical issues, contributing factors and legal
concepts and frameworks related to data protection and privacy law and will include a set of structured
learning activities (eg, discussion of preread academic materials) that 'scaffold' the learning.

The workshops will also include tasks and discussions on practical aspects of law and ethics, areas of reform
and opportunities for further study and self-study.

The learning process is a mix of directed and independent study. Initially you will be directed to study the topics
selected by the module team through the provision to you on the virtual learning environment of relevant
materials (lecture slides, reading lists etc). The aim of the directed part of the study will be to introduce you to
the fundamental legal concepts and principles of the subject area and of relevant learning resources.

Then you will be guided to study the subjects more broadly and independently with the module team setting in
the weekly activities research and other tasks, such as search for solution to real life problems and for legal
advice to clients, which require independent research and study by you. independent legal research requires
drawing on variety of both primary and secondary materials and written and oral presentations by you. It also
requires development of legal arguments and evaluations personal to you.

The weekly interaction in class will facilitate written and oral communication with the student and the lecturer
through discussion of legal issues and debates.

Oral feedback will be given in the class and opportunities for written feedback will be provided. Tutors will be
available to meet you individually (face-to-face or online) if requested to discuss further feedback opportunities
and review your progress. Formative assessment will be made available to help you better prepare for the
summative assessment

Learning will be directed, supported and reinforced through series of workshops. The sessions will use
theoretical discussions and practical applications of cases and case studies to enable students to think critically
about international dimensions of climate change law and policy, with oral feedback given in classes. Some of
the sessions may be student-led presentations.

The assessment would be suitable to help students achieve all the learning outcomes of the module and would
facilitate the achievements of the learning outcomes of the relevant LLM Programmes as follows:

- LLM Natural Resources and Environmental Law and Policy: LO3, LO5, LOs 10-13



Mode of Assessment

Type Method Description Weighting

Summative
Coursework -
Written

A critical application of principles and law of climate change and
policy - 0-4000 words 100%

Formative Not assessed Class exercises N/A

Reading List

To access the reading list for this module, please visit https://bradford.rl.talis.com/index.html

Please note:
This module descriptor has been published in advance of the academic year to which it applies. Every effort has
been made to ensure that the information is accurate at the time of publication, but minor changes may occur
given the interval between publishing and commencement of teaching. Upon commencement of the module,
students will receive a handbook with further detail about the module and any changes will be discussed and/or
communicated at this point.
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